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FOREWORD 


By  Desmond  J.  McTighe 

President,  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association 

In  the  fall  of  1961  the  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association 
undertook  a  detailed  study  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsyl- 
vania with  a  view  to  the  recommendation  of  specific  changes 
which  should  be  made  in  our  fundamental  law.  This  under- 
taking was  known  as  "Project  Constitution." 

More  than  300  judges  and  lawyers,  members  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Bar  Association,  served  on  committees  for 
one  year  studying  the  Constitution  and  drafting  resolutions 
to  present  to  the  General  Assembly  embodying  their 
proposals. 

At  the  Summer  Meeting  of  the  Association  in  Atlantic 
City  in  June,  1962,  a  number  of  these  proposals  were  debated. 
The  proposals  presented  at  that  time  were  merely  tentative. 

At  the  Annual  INIeeting  in  Pittsburgh  on  January  31 
and  February  1  and  2,  1963,  the  final  proposals  of  the  vari- 
ous committees  were  debated  at  length.  Everyone  who 
wished  to  be  heard  either  for  or  against  any  proposal  was 
afforded  an  opportunity.  These  debates,  in  which  many 
judges  and  lawyers  participated,  and  which  were  attended, 
except  at  the  closing  session  on  Saturday  afternoon,  by  more 
than  400  judges  and  lawyers,  resulted  in  a  number  of  con- 
structive suggestions,  many  of  which  have  been  adopted  in 
preparing  the  resolutions  for  submission  to  the  Legislature. 
This  booklet  contains  the  resolutions  exactly  as  they  are 
being  submitted. 

At  Pittsburgh  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Bar  Asso- 
ciation authorized  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee 
on  Project  Constitution,  which  should  have  authority  to 
make  such  editorial  or  substantive  changes  as  seemed  desir- 
able in  the  light  of  the  discussions  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 


Any  changes  made  subsequent  to  the  Annual  Meeting  have 
been  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  Special  Committee  and 
notice  of  all  changes  except  two  were  given  to  the  members 
of  the  Association  when  ballots  were  distributed  to  them. 

The  two  changes  which  were  made  subsequent  to  the 
mailing  of  the  ballots  have  to  do  with  the  nomenclature  of 
the  non-appellate  courts. 

It  was  felt  that  "Common  Pleas''  was  not  appropriate 
for  a  court  having  jurisdiction  in  civil,  criminal  and  pro- 
bate matters.  Accordingly,  the  Committee  unanimously 
decided  to  change  the  name  of  the  court  of  general  trial 
jurisdiction  to  "District  Court." 

The  court  which  would  take  the  place  of  the  magistrates 
and  justices  of  the  peace  is  being  called  "Community  Court" 
— not  "District  Court." 

These  changes  are  being  made  in  Resolution  No.  5  as 
it  is  being  introduced  into  the  Legislature. 

In  studying  the  following  resolutions,  wherever  a  single 
asterisk  (*)  appears  ahead  of  a  section  number,  it  indicates 
that  the  amended  section  was  proposed  by  the  1957 
Commission  on  Constitutional  Revision — "the  Woodside 
Commission."  Two  asterisks  (**)  preceding  a  section  num- 
ber indicate  that  the  amended  section  is  being  proposed  by 
the  appropriate  committee  of  the  Bar  Association.  In  many 
instances  the  Woodside  Commission  had  recommended 
changes  in  these  same  sections,  but  the  Bar  Association 
committees'  recommendations  are  different. 

The  12  resolutions  contained  in  this  booklet,  if  adopted 
by  the  1963  and  1965  Sessions  of  the  Legislature  and 
approved  by  the  electorate  at  the  election  in  1965,  would  give 
Pennsylvania  a  revised  Constitution. 

Obsolete  and  undesirable  provisions  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution would  be  eliminated,  the  process  of  amendment 
would  be  liberalized  so  that  the  State  could  deal  with  emer- 
gencies, the  Judiciary  would  be  reorganized  along  business- 
like lines,  our  legislative  bodies  would  no  longer  be  in  a  strait 
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jacket  as  far  as  borrowing  money  is  concerned,  and  other 
desirable  changes  would  be  effectuated. 

For  the  reports  of  the  Committees  which  are  responsible 
for  these  Resolutions,  please  refer  to  Part  2A  of  the  Janu- 
ary, 1963  Pennsylvania  Bar  Association  Quarterly. 

Section  2  of  the  proposed  Act  which  is  the  last  item  in 
this  booklet,  is  necessary  to  enable  articles  or  sections  of  the 
Constitution  to  be  numbered  properly  in  case  there  are  con- 
flicts in  numbers  or  in  the  event  that  articles  or  sections  are 
adopted  without  numbers. 

Section  1  of  the  proposed  Act  would  fill  an  existing 
gap  in  our  statutory  law. 


The  Special  Committee  on  Project  Constitution 

William  A.  Schnader,  Chairman 
Desmond  J.  McTighe,  ex  officio 


Frederick  H.  Bolton 
Hon.  W.  Walter  Braham 
Clement  J.  Clarke,  Jr. 
Robert  B.  Greer 
William  P.  Hackney 
S.  Knox  Hunter 
Hon.  Charles  Alvin  Jones 


George  P.  Kiester 

J.  Wesley  McWilliams 

John  Mulford 

Thomas  W.  Pomeroy,  Jr. 

C.  Brewster  Rhoads 

Bernard  G.  Segal 

Frank  A.  Sinon 


Philip  Sterling 


Associates  from  the  Junior  Bar 
F.  D.  Hennessy,  Jr.  Carroll  F.  Purdy,  Jr. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  ] 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  I  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  I  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
amended  to  read : 

Article  I 

Declaration  of  Rights 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles  of  liberty 
and  free  government  may  be  recognized  and  unalterably 
established,  WE  DECLARE  THAT : 

Section  i — Inherent  Rights  of  Mankind 
All  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights,  among  which 
are  those  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of 
acquiring,  possessing  and  protecting  property  and  reputa- 
tion, and  of  pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

Section  2 — Political  Powers 
All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  gov- 
ernments are  founded  on  their  authority  and  instituted  for 
their  peace,  safety  and  happiness.  For  the  advancement  of 
these  ends  they  have  at  all  times  an  inalienable  and  indefeas- 
ible right  to  alter,  reform  or  abolish  their  government  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Section  j — Religious  Freedom 

All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  wor- 
ship Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
consciences ;  no  man  can  of  right  be  compelled  to  attend, 
erect  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any 
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ministry  against  his  consent ;  no  human  authority  can,  in  any 
case  whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  con- 
science and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any 
religious  establishments  or  modes  of  worship. 

Section  4 — Religion 

No  person  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God  and 
a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments  shall,  on  account 
of  his  religious  sentiments,  be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office 
or  place  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  5 — Elections 

Elections  shall  be  free  and  equal ;  and  no  power,  civil 
or  military,  shall  at  any  time  interfere  to  prevent  the  free 
exercise  of  the  right  of  sufi^rage. 

Section  6 — Trial  By  Jury 

Trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right 
thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Section  7 — Freedom  of  Press  and  Speech 

The  printing  press  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who 
may  undertake  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature 
or  any  branch  of  government,  and  no  law  shall  ever  be 
made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication 
of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of 
man  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and  print  on 
any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 
No  conviction  shall  be  had  in  any  prosecution  for  the 
publication  of  papers  relating  to  the  official  conduct  of  officers 
or  men  in  public  capacity,  or  to  any  other  matter  proper  for 
public  investigation  or  information,  where  the  fact  that  such 
publication  was  not  maliciously  or  negligently  made  shall 
be  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury;  and  in  all 
indictments  for  libels  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  deter- 
mine the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court, 
as  in  other  cases. 
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Section  8 — Security  from  Searches  and  Seizures 

The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers  and  possessions  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seiz- 
ures, and  no  warrant  to  search  any  place  or  to  seize  any 
person  or  things  shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath 
or  afifirmation  subscribed  to  by  the  af¥iant. 

Section  p — Rights  of  Accused  in  Criminal  Prosecutions 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  hath  a  right 
to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to  demand  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  meet  the  wit- 
nesses face  to  face,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
witnesses  in  his  favor,  and,  in  prosecutions  by  indictment 
or  information,  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  vicinage;  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence 
against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty 
or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law 
of  the  land. 

Section  lo — Criminal  Information;  Twice  in  Jeopardy; 

Eminent  Domain 

No  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  ofifense,  be  pro- 
ceeded against  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cases 
arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when 
in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger,  or  by 
leave  of  the  court  for  oppression  or  misdemeanor  in  office. 
No  person  shall,  for  the  same  ofifense,  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken 
or  applied  to  public  use,  without  authority  of  law  and  with- 
out just  compensation  being  first  made  or  secured. 

Section  ii — Courts  to  he  Open; 
Suits  Against  the  Coiiunomvealth 

All  courts  shall  be  open;  and  every  man  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation  shall  have 
remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  adminis- 
tered without  sale,  denial  or  delay.   Suits  may  be  brought 
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against  the  Commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts 
and  in  such  cases  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Section  12 — Power  of  Suspending  Laws 
No  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised  unless 
by  the  Legislature  or  by  its  authority. 

Section  ij — Bail — Fines  and  Punishment 
Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

Section  14 — Prisoners  to  he  Bailable;  Habeas  Corpus 
All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties, 
unless  for  capital  offenses  when  the  proof  is  evident  or 
presumption  great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  case  of  rebellion 
or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

^Section  75 — Special  Criminal  Tribunals 
No  commission  shall  issue  creating  special  temporary 
criminal  tribunals  to  try  particular  individuals  or  particular 
classes  of  cases. 

Section  16 — Insolvent  Debtors 
The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  pre- 
sumption of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after 
delivering  up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  // — Ex  Post  Facto  Laws — 
Impairment  of  Contracts 
No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  or  making  irrevocable  any  grant  of  special 
privileges  or  immunities,  shall  be  passed. 

Section  18 — Attainder 
No  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by 
the  Legislature. 

Section  ig — Attainder  Limited 
No  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor  except 
during  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  estate  to  the 
Commonwealth. 
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Section  20 — Right  to  Petition 
The  citizens  have  a  right  in  a  peaceable  manner  to 
assemble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to 
those  invested  with  the  powers  of  government  for  redress 
of  grievances  or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address 
or  remonstrance. 

Section  21 — Right  to  Bear  Arms 
The  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of 
themselves  and  the  State  shall  not  be  questioned. 

Section  22 — Standing  Army;  Military 
Subordinate  to  Civil  Power 
No  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept  up 
without  the  consent  of  the  legislature,  and  the  military  shall 
in  all  cases  and  at  all  times  be  in  strict  subordination  to 
the  civil  power. 

Section  2^ — Quartering  of  Troops 
No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any 
house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war 
but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  24 — Titles  and  Offices 

The  legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility  or 
hereditary  distinction,  nor  create  any  ofifice  the  appointment 
to  which  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  during  good  be- 
havior. 

Section  25 — Reservation  of  Powers  in  People 
{Formerly  Article  I,  Section  26) 

To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the  high  powers 
which  we  have  delegated,  we  declare  that  everything  in  this 
article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government 
and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 

thus  repealing  Article  I,  Section  25  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  2 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  II  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  II  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
amended  to  read: 

Article  II 
The  Legislature 
Section  i — Legislative  Power 
The  legislative  power  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  in  a  General  Assembly  which  shall  consist  of  a 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

Section  2 — -Election  of  Members;  Vacancies 

Members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  chosen  at 
the  general  election  every  second  year.  Their  term  of 
service  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of  December  next  after 
their  election.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  either 
House,  the  presiding  officer  thereof  shall  issue  a  writ  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancy  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

Section  j — Terms  of  Members 

Senators  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years 
and  Representatives  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

^Section  4 — Sessions 
The  General  Assembly  shall  be  a  continuing  body  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  its  Representatives  are  elected.  It 
shall  meet  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
January  each  year.  Special  sessions  shall  be  called  by  the 
Governor  on  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  members  elected 
to  each  House,  and  may  be  called  by  the  Governor  whenever, 
in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest  requires. 
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Section  5 — Qualifications  of  Members 
Senators  shall  be  at  least  twenty-five  years  of  age  and 
Representatives  twenty-one  years  of  age.  They  shall  have 
been  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  State  four  years,  and 
inhabitants  of  their  respective  districts  one  year  next  before 
their  election  (unless  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the 
United  States  or  of  this  State),  and  shall  reside  in  their 
respective  districts  during  their  terms  of  service. 

*^Section  6- — Disqualification  to  Hold  Other  Office 
No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
or  employment  under  this  Commonwealth  to  which  a  salary, 
fee  or  perquisite  is  attached.  No  member  of  Congress  or 
other  person  holding  any  office  (except  of  attorney-at-law 
or  in  the  militia  or  in  the  organized  reserve)  under  the 
United  States  or  this  Commonwealth  or  any  political  sub- 
division thereof,  to  which  a  salary,  fee  or  perquisite  is 
attached,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office. 

Section  7 — Certain  Crimes  to  Disqualify 
No  person  hereafter  convicted  of  embezzlement  of 
public  moneys,  bribery,  perjury  or  other  infamous  crimes, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  capable  of 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  8 — Compensation 
The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive 
such  salary  and  mileage  for  regular  and  special  sessions  as 
shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  no  other  compensation  whatever, 
whether  for  service  upon  committee  or  otherwise.  No 
member  of  either  House  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  may  have  been  elected,  receive  any  increase  of  salary, 
or  mileage,  under  any  law  passed  during  such  term. 

Section  p — Presiding  and  Other  Officers;  Election 

and  Qualifications  of  Members 
The  Senate  shall,  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  each 
regular  session  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  neces- 
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sary,  elect  one  of  its  members  President  pro  tempore,  who 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  any 
case  of  absence  or  disability  of  that  Officer,  and  whenever 
the  said  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  vacant.  The 
House  of  Representatives  shall  elect  one  of  its  members 
as  Speaker.  Each  House  shall  choose  its  other  Officers,  and 
shall  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  members. 

Section  lO — Quorum 

A  majority  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  and 
compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

Section  ii — Powers  of  Each  House;  Expulsion 
Each  House  shall  have  power  to  determine  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings  and  punish  its  members  or  other  persons 
for  contempt  or  disorderly  behavior  in  its  presence,  to 
enforce  obedience  to  its  process,  to  protect  its  members 
against  violence,  or  offers  of  bribes  or  private  solicita- 
tion, and  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a 
member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause,  and  shall 
have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  the  legislature  of  a  free 
State.  A  member  expelled  for  corruption  shall  not  there- 
after be  eligible  to  either  House,  and  punishment  for  con- 
tempt or  disorderly  behavior  shall  not  bar  an  indictment 
for  the  same  offense. 

Section  12 — Journals;  Yeas  and  Nays 

Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings  and 
from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  except  such  parts  as 
require  secrecy,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on 
any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them,  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

Section  /j — Sessions  Shall  be  Open 

The  sessions  of  each  House  and  of  Committees  of  the 
Whole  shall  be  open,  unless  when  business  is  such  as  ought 
to  be  kept  secret. 

11 


Section  14 — Adjournment 

Neither  House  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Section  75 — -Pri^'ileges  of  Members 

The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  violation  of  their  oath  of 
ofifice,  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from 
arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  their  respec- 
tive Houses  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same ; 
and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House  they  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

^Section  16 — Senatorial  Districts;  Ratio 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  fifty  senatorial  districts 
of  compact  and  contiguous  territory  as  nearly  equal  in  pop- 
ulation as  may  be,  and  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
one  Senator.  Each  county  containing  one  or  more  ratios 
of  population  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Senator  for  each  ratio, 
and  to  an  additional  Senator  for  a  surplus  of  population 
exceeding  three-fifths  of  a  ratio,  but  no  county  shall  form 
a  separate  district  unless  it  shall  contain  four-fifths  of  a 
ratio,  except  where  the  adjoining  counties  are  each  entitled 
to  one  or  more  Senators,  when  such  county  may  be  assigned 
a  Senator  on  less  than  four-fifths  and  exceeding  one-half 
of  a  ratio,  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  unless  entitled  to 
two  or  more  Senators.  No  ward,  borough  or  township  shall 
be  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  district.  The  senatorial 
ratio  shall  be  ascertained  by  dividing  the  whole  population 
of  the  State  by  the  number  fifty. 

'**Sectioii  1/ — Representative  Districts 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  counties,  on  a  ratio  ob- 
tained by  dividing  the  population  of  the  State  as  ascertained 
by  the  most  recent  United  States  census  by  two  hundred. 
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Every  county  containing  less  than  five  ratios  shall  have 
one  representati\ e  for  every  full  ratio,  and  an  additional 
representative  when  the  surplus  exceeds  half  a  ratio;  but 
each  county  shall  have  at  least  one  representative.  Every 
county  containing  five  ratios  or  more  shall  have  one  repre- 
sentative for  e\ery  full  ratio.  Every  political  sub-division 
containing  a  population  equal  to  a  ratio  shall  elect  separately 
its  proportion  of  the  representatives  allotted  to  the  county  in 
which  it  is  located.  Every  political  sub-division  entitled  to 
more  than  four  representatives,  and  every  county  having 
over  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  shall  be  divided  into 
districts  of  compact  and  contiguous  territory,  each  district 
to  elect  its  proportion  of  representatives  according  to  its 
population,  but  no  district  shall  elect  more  than  four  repre- 
sentatives. 

^Section  i8 — Legislative  Apportionment 
Before  the  close  of  each  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  which  the  officially  certified  figures  of  a  United 
States  decennial  census  first  are  available,  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  apportion  the  Commonwealth  into  senatorial  and 
representative  districts.  If  the  General  Assembly  fails  to  do 
so,  the  Governor  shall,  immediately  after  final  adjournment, 
call  the  General  Assembly  into  special  session  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  making  the  apportionments.  At  the  special  ses- 
sion there  shall  be  no  legislation  on  any  other  subject.  The 
General  Assembly  shall  not  adjourn  sine  die  until  it  has 
completed  the  apportionment  into  both  senatorial  and  repre- 
sentative districts. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  3 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Articles  III,  X  and  XI  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  be  consolidated  and  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof : 

That  Articles  III,  X  and  XI  of  tlie  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  consolidated  and  amended  to  read: 

Article  III.  Legislation 

A.  Procedure 
Section  i — Passage  of  Bills 
No  law  shall  be  passed  except  by  bill,  and  no  bill  shall 
be  so  altered  or  amended,  on  its  passage  through  either 
House,  as  to  change  its  original  purpose. 

^Section  2 — Reference  to  Committee;  Printing 

No  bill  shall  be  considered  unless  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  returned 
therefrom. 

Section  j — Form  of  Bills 

No  bill  shall  be  passed  containing  more  than  one  subject 
which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  its  title,  except  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  or  a  bill  codifying  or  compiling  the 
law  or  a  part  thereof. 

^Section  4 — Consideration  of  Bills 

Every  bill  shall  be  considered  on  three  dififerent  days  in 
each  House.  All  amendments  made  thereto  shall  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  before  the  final  vote  is  taken  on 
the  bill.  No  bill  shall  become  a  law,  unless  on  its  final  pas- 
sage the  vote  is  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  names  of  the 
persons  voting  for  and  against  it  are  entered  on  the  journal, 
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and  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  House  is 
recorded  thereon  as  voting  in  its  favor. 

Section  5 — Concurring  in  Amendments ;  Conference 
Committee  Reports 

No  amendment  to  bills  by  one  House  shall  be  con- 
curred in  by  the  other  except  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  elected  thereto,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  names  of  those  voting  for  and  against  recorded  upon 
the  journal  thereof ;  and  reports  of  committees  of  con- 
ference shall  be  adopted  in  either  House  only  by  the  vote 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  thereto,  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  those  voting  recorded  upon  the 
journals. 

Section  6 — Revival  and  Amendment  of  Laws 

No  law  shall  be  revived,  amended,  or  the  provisions 
thereof  extended  or  conferred,  by  reference  to  its  title  only, 
but  so  much  thereof  as  is  revived,  amended,  extended  or 
conferred  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at  length. 
Section  7 — Notice  of  Local  and  Special  Bills 

(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  8) 

No  local  or  special  bill  shall  be  passed  unless  notice 
of  the  intention  to  apply  therefor  shall  have  been  published  in 
the  locality  where  the  matter  or  the  thing  to  be  affected  may 
be  situated,  which  notice  shall  be  at  least  thirty  days  prior 
to  the  introduction  into  the  General  Assembly  of  such  bill 
and  in  the  manner  to  be  provided  by  law;  the  evidence  of 
such  notice  having  been  published,  shall  be  exhibited  in  the 
General  Assembly,  before  such  act  shall  be  passed. 

Section  8 — Signing  of  Bills 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  9) 

The  presiding  officer  of  each  House  shall,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  House  over  which  he  presides,  sign  the  bills  and 
joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  after  their 
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titles  have  been  publicly  read  immediately  before  signing; 
and  the  fact  of  signing  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Section  p — Action  on  Concurrent  Orders  and 
Resolutions 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  26) 

Every  order,  resolution  or  vote  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  both  Houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  the 
question  of  adjournment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor 
and  before  it  shall  take  effect  be  approved  by  him,  or  being 
disapproved,  shall  be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of 
a  bill. 

Section  lO — Revenue  Bills 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  14) 

All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  but  the  Senate  may  propose  amendments 
as  in  other  bills. 

^Section  ii — Appropriation  Bills 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  15) 

The  general  appropriation  bill  shall  embrace  nothing 
but  appropriations  for  the  executive,  legislative  and  judicial 
departments  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  public  debt  and  for 
public  schools ;  all  other  appropriations  shall  be  made  by 
separate  bills,  each  embracing  but  one  subject. 

Section  12 — Legislation  During  Special  Sessions 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  25) 

When  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  convened  in  spe- 
cial session,  there  shall  be  no  legislation  upon  subjects  other 
than  those  designated  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
calling  such  session. 

Session  ij — Member  Interested  Not  to  Vote 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  33) 

A  member  who  has  a  personal  or  private  interest  in  any 
measure  or  bill  proposed  or  pending  before  the  General 
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Assembly  shall  disclose  the  fact  to  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  and  shall  not  vote  thereon. 

B.  Education 

Section  14 — Public  School  System 
(Formerly  x\rticle  X,  Section  1) 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  a  thorough  and  efficient  system  of  pub- 
lic education  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  75 — Public  School  Money  Not  Available 
to  Sectarian  Schools 
(Formerly  Article  X,  Section  2) 

No  money  raised  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  appropriated  to  or  used  for 
the  support  of  any  sectarian  school. 

C.  Militia 

'^Section  16 — Militia  to  be  Organized  and  Maintained 
(Formerly  Article  XI ) 

The  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  armed, 
organized  and  disciplined  for  its  defense  when  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  directed  by  law.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  provide  for  maintaining  the  militia  by  appropriations 
from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  may  exempt 
from  State  military  service  persons  having  conscientious 
scruples  against  bearing  arms. 

D.  Other  Legislation  Specifically  Authorized 

Section  ly — Officers  and  Employees;  Payments 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  10) 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  the  num- 
ber, duties  and  compensation  of  the  officers  and  employes  of 
each  House,  and  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  the  State 
Treasury,  or  be  in  any  way  authorized,  to  any  person,  except 
to  an  acting  officer  or  employee  elected  or  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  law. 
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Section  i8 — Employers'  Liability;  Workmen's 
Compensation;  Damages  for  Injury  to  Person 
or  Property 

(Formerly  Article  HI,  Section  21) 

The  General  Assembly  may  enact  laws  requiring  the 
payment  by  employers,  or  employers  and  employes  jointly, 
of  reasonable  compensation  for  injuries  to  employes  arising 
in  the  course  of  their  employment,  and  for  occupational  dis- 
eases of  employes,  whether  or  not  such  injuries  or  diseases 
result  in  death,  and  regardless  of  fault  of  employer  or  em- 
ploye, and  fixing  the  basis  of  ascertainment  of  such  com- 
pensation and  the  maximum  and  minimum  limits  thereof, 
and  providing  special  or  general  remedies  for  the  collection 
thereof ;  but  in  no  other  cases  shall  the  General  Assembly 
limit  the  amount  to  be  recovered  for  injuries  resulting  in 
death,  or  for  injuries  to  persons  or  property,  and  in  case 
of  death  from  such  injuries,  the  right  of  action  shall  sur- 
vive, and  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  for  whose 
benefit  such  actions  shall  be  prosecuted.  No  act  shall  pre- 
scribe any  limitations  of  time  within  which  suits  may  be 
brought  against  corporations  for  injuries  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty, or  for  other  causes,  different  from  those  fixed  by  gen- 
eral laws  regulating  actions  against  natural  persons,  and 
such  acts  now  existing  are  avoided. 

Section  jp — Appropriations  for  Support  of  Widotvs 
and  Orphans  of  Persons  in  the  Military  Service 
The  General  Assembly  may  make  appropriations  of 
money  to  institutions  wherein  the  widows  of  persons  in  the 
military  service  are  supported  or  assisted,  or  the  orphans 
of  persons  in  the  military  service  are  maintained  and  edu- 
cated; but  such  appropriations  shall  be  applied  exclusively 
to  the  support  of  such  widows  and  orphans. 

Section  20 — Classification  of  Municipalities 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  34) 

The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  classify  counties, 
cities,  boroughs,  school  districts,  and  townships  according 
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to  population,  and  all  laws  passed  relating  to  each  class,  and 
all  laws  passed  relating  to,  and  regulating  procedure  and 
proceedings  in  court  with  reference  to,  any  class,  shall  be 
deemed  general  legislation  within  the  meaning  of  this 
Constitution. 

**Section  21 — Land  Title  Registration 
(Adopted  by  the  electorate  in  1915  without  an  article 
or  section  number) 

Laws  may  be  passed  providing  for  a  system  of  regis- 
tering, transferring,  insuring  of  and  guaranteeing  land 
titles  by  the  State,  or  by  the  counties  thereof,  and  for  settling 
and  determining  adverse  or  other  claims  to  and  interest  in 
lands  the  titles  to  which  are  so  registered,  transferred,  insured 
and  guaranteed;  and  for  the  creation  and  collection  of  in- 
demnity funds;  and  for  carrying  the  system  and  powers 
hereby  provided  for  into  effect  by  such  existing  courts  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Legislature.  Such  laws  may  pro- 
vide for  continuing  the  registering,  transferring,  insuring 
and  guaranteeing  such  titles  after  the  first  or  original  regis- 
tration has  been  perfected  by  the  court,  and  provision  may 
be  made  for  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  expenses  and 
salaries  of  officers  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  several  counties. 

Section  22 — State  Purchases 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  12) 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  a  system 
of  competitive  bidding  under  which  all  purchases  of  mate- 
rials, printing,  supplies  or  other  personal  property  by  the 
government  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  so  far  as  practicable 
be  made.  The  law  shall  provide  that  no  officer  or  employe  of 
the  Commonwealth  shall  be  in  any  way  interested  in  any 
purchase  made  by  the  Commonwealth  under  contract  or 
otherwise. 

Section  2j — Change  of  Venue 
The  power  to  change  the  venue  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases  shall  be  vested  in  the  courts,  to  be  exercised  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 
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^Section  24 — Public  Moneys;  Disbursements 
and  Refunds 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  16) 

No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  except  on 
appropriations  made  by  law  and  on  warrant  issued  by  the 
proper  officer ;  but  cash  refunds  of  taxes,  licenses,  fees  and 
other  charges  paid  or  collected,  but  not  legally  due,  may  be 
paid  as  provided  by  law,  without  appropriation  from  the 
fund  into  which  they  were  paid,  on  warrant  of  the  proper 
officer. 

Section  25 — Emergency  Seats  of  Government 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide,  by  law,  during 
any  session,  for  the  continuity  of  the  executive,  legislative 
and  judicial  functions  of  the  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  its  political  subdivisions,  and  the  establishment 
of  emergency  seats  thereof.  Such  legislation  shall  become 
effective  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  an  enemy  of  the  United 
States. 

E.  Restrictions  on  Legislative  Power 

Section  26 — Extra  Compensation  After  Services 
Performed;  Payment  of  Claims;  Increase  in  Pensions 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  11) 

No  bill  shall  be  passed  giving  any  extra  compensation 
to  any  public  officer,  servant,  employe,  agent  or  contractor, 
after  services  shall  have  been  rendered  or  contract  made,  nor 
providing  for  the  payment  of  any  claim  against  the  Com- 
monwealth without  previous  authority  of  law :  Provided, 
however,  That  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  the  General  Assembly  from  authorizing 
the  increase  of  retirement  allowances  or  pensions  of  mem- 
bers of  a  retirement  or  pension  system  now  in  effect  or  here- 
after legally  constituted  by  the  Commonwealth,  its  political 
sub-divisions,  agencies  or  instrumentalities,  qfter  the  ter- 
mination of  the  services  of  said  member. 
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Section  2/ — Extension  of  Terms  and  Increase  or 
Decrease  of  Compensation  of  Public  OfRcers 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  13) 
No  law  shall  extend  the  term  of  any  public  officer,  or 
increase  or  diminish  his  salary  or  emoluments,  after  his  elec- 
tion or  appointment. 

'^-^Section  28 — Change  of  Permanent  Location 
of  State  Capital 
No  law  changing  the  permanent  location  of  the  capital 
of  the  State  shall  be  valid  until  the  same  shall  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Commonwealth  at  a 
general  election  and  ratified  and  approved  by  them. 

Section  2g — Certain  Appropriations 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  18) 
No  appropriations  shall  be  made  for  charitable,  educa- 
tional or  benevolent  purposes  to  any  person  or  community 
nor  to  any  denominational  or  sectarian  institution,  corpora- 
tion or  association:  Provided,  That  appropriations  may  be 
made  for  pensions  or  gratuities  for  military  service  and  to 
blind  persons  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and 
for  assistance  to  mothers  having  dependent  children,  and  to 
aged  persons  without  adequate  means  of  support,  and  in  the 
form  of  scholarship  grants  or  loans  for  higher  educational 
purposes  to  residents  of  the  Commonwealth  enrolled  in  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning,  except  that  no  scholarship  grants 
or  loans  for  higher  educational  purposes  shall  be  given  to 
persons  enrolled  in  a  theological  seminary  or  school  of 
theology. 

Section  jo — Certain  Local  and  Special  Laws 
(Formerly  Article  III,  Section  7) 
The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  no  local  or  special  law 
in  any  case  which  has  been  or  can  be  provided  for  by  general 
law;  and  specifically  the  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass 
any  local  or  special  law : 
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1.  Authorizing  the  creation,  extension  or  impairing  of 
hens ; 

2.  Regulating  the  affairs  of  counties,  cities,  townships, 
wards,  boroughs  or  school  districts ; 

3.  Vacating  roads,  town  plats,  streets  or  alleys ; 

4.  Locating  or  changing  county  seats,  erecting  new 
counties  or  changing  county  lines ; 

5.  Erecting  new  townships  or  boroughs,  changing 
township  lines,  borough  limits  or  school  districts ; 

6.  Remitting  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  or  refund- 
ing moneys  legally  paid  into  the  treasury ; 

7.  Exempting  property  from  taxation ; 

8.  Regulating  labor,  trade,  mining  or  manufacturing; 

9.  Creating  corporations,  or  amending,  renewing  or 
extending  the  charters  thereof ; 

Nor  shall  the  General  Assembly  indirectly  enact  any 
special  or  local  law  by  the  partial  repeal  of  a  general  law; 
but  laws  repealing  local  or  special  acts  may  be  passed. 

thus  repealing  Article  III,  Sections  17,  20,  22,  24,  27,  29,  30,  31 
and  32,  and  Article  X,  Section  3  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  4 

A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
amended  to  read : 

Article  IV.  The  Executive 
^Section  i — Executive  Department 
The  Executive  Department  of  this  Commonwealth 
shall  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Attorney 
General,  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  and  such  other 
officers  as  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time 
prescribe. 

Section  2 — Governor ;  Election; 
Returns;  Contested  Elections 
The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Governor,  who  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed;  he  shall  be  chosen  on  the  day  of  the  general 
election,  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Commonwealth,  at 
the  places  where  they  shall  vote  for  Representatives.  The 
returns  of  every  election  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up 
and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them 
in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  Governor,  but  if  two  or  more  be  ec|ual  and 
highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by 
the  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  both  Houses.  Contested 
elections  shall  be  determined  by  a  Committee,  to  be  selected 
from  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  formed  and 
regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 
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Section  j — Term  of  Office  of  Governor 

The  Governor  shall  hold  his  oflice  during  four  years 
from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his  election 
and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the  otlice  for  the  next  succeeding 
term. 

^Section  4 — Lieutenant  Governor 

A  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same  term,  and  subject 
to  the  same  provisions  as  the  Governor.  He  shall  be  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  As  such,  he  may  vote  in  case  of  a  tie 
on  any  question  except  the  final  passage  of  a  bill  or  joint 
resolution,  the  adoption  of  a  conference  report,  or  the 
concurrence  in  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Section  5 — Qualifications  of  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  or 
Lieutenant  Governor  except  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have 
been  seven  years  next  preceding  his  election  an  inhabitant 
of  this  Commonwealth  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Section  6 — Disqualifications  for  Offices  of 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor 

No  member  of  Congress  or  person  holding  any  office 
(except  of  attorney-at-law  or  in  the  militia  or  in  the  organ- 
ized reserve)  under  the  United  States  or  this  Commonwealth 
shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor. 

^Section  7 — Military  Pozver 

The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
military  forces  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  militia, 
except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States. 
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"^■^ Section  8 — Appoinliug  Poivcr 

(a)  The  Governor  shall,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  elected  to  the  Senate,  appoint  an  Attorney 
General  and  other  officers  authorized  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

(b)  Except  as  otiierwise  pro\ided  in  this  Constitution, 
he  may,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  fill  vacancies  hap- 
pening- in  offices  to  which  he  appoints  by  granting  commis- 
sions expiring  at  the  end  of  its  session,  and  vacancies  hap- 
pening in  the  office  of  Auditor  General  or  State  Treasurer, 
or  in  any  other  elective  office  he  is  authorized  to  fill.  If  the 
vacancy  happens  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  except 
as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitution,  he  shall  nominate 
to  the  Senate,  before  its  final  adjournment,  a  proper  person 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in  an  elective 
office,  except  in  a  judicial  office,  a  person  shall  be  elected  to 
the  office  on  the  next  election  day  appropriate  to  the  office, 
unless  the  vacancy  happens  within  two  calendar  months 
immediately  preceding  the  election  day,  in  which  case  the 
election  shall  be  held  on  the  second  succeeding  election  day 
appropriate  to  the  office. 

(c)  In  acting  on  executive  nominations,  the  Senate 
shall  sit  with  open  doors.  The  votes  shall  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  sliall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

**Section  p — Pardoning  Pozver;  Board  of  Pardons 

(a)  In  all  criminal  cases  except  impeachment,  the 
Governor  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  to 
grant  reprieves,  commutations  of  sentences  and  pardons ; 
but  no  pardon  shall  be  granted  nor  sentence  commuted, 
except  on  the  recommendation  in  writing  of  a  majority  of 
the  Board  of  Pardons,  after  full  hearing  in  open  session, 
upon  due  public  notice.  The  recommendation,  with  the 
reasons  therefor  at  length,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Governor, 
and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  kept  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  a  docket  kept  for  that  purpose. 

(b)  The  Board  of  Pardons  shall  consist  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  who  shall  be  Chairman,  the  Attorney 
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General,  and  three  members  appointed  by  the  Governor  with 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  the 
Senate,  one  for  two  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for 
six  years,  and  thereafter  for  full  terms  of  six  years.  The 
Board  shall  keep  records  of  its  actions,  which  shall  at  all 
times  be  open  for  public  inspection. 

Section  10 — Information  from  Department  Officials 
The  Governor  may  require  information  in  writing  from 
the  ofificers  of  the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject 
relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Section  ii — Messages  to  Legislature 
He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  As- 
sembly information  of  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  may 
judge  expedient. 

Section  12 — Special  Sessions  of  Legislature ;  Adjournments 
He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the 
General  Assembly,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
two  Houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn 
them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding 
four  months.  He  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  Senate 
in  extraordinary  session  by  proclamation  for  the  transaction 
of  executive  business. 

Section  ij — When  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  Act  OS  Governor 

In  the  case  of  the  death,  conviction  on  impeachment,  fail- 
ure to  qualify,  or  resignation  of  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  shall  become  Governor  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term,  and  in  the  case  of  the  disability  of  the  Governor,  the 
powers,  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office  shall  devolve 
upon  the  Lieutenant  Governor  until  the  disability  is  removed. 

Section  14 — Vacancy  in  Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor 
In  case  of  the  death,  conviction  on  impeachment,  failure 
to  qualify  or  resignation  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  in 
case  he  should  become  Governor  under  the  preceding  section, 
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the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  shall  become 
Lieutenant  Governor  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  In 
case  of  the  disability  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  powers, 
duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  until  the  disability  is 
removed.  Should  there  be  no  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  shall  become  Governor  if  a 
vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  Governor,  and  in  case 
of  the  disability  of  the  Governor,  the  powers,  duties  and 
emoluments  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the  President 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  until  the  disability  is  removed. 
His  seat  as  Senator  shall  become  vacant  whenever  he  shall 
become  Governor,  and  shall  be  filled  by  election  as  any  other 
vacancy  in  the  Senate. 

Section  75 — Approval  of  Bills;  Veto 

Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  Houses  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it, 
but  if  he  shall  not  approve  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objec- 
tions to  the  House  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  which 
House  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  their  journal, 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  after  such  reconsideration, 
two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  House  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections  to 
the  other  House  by  which  likewise  it  shall  be  reconsidered, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
that  House  it  shall  be  a  law ;  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of 
both  Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
names  of  the  members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  House,  respectively.  If 
any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten 
days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall 
be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the 
General  Assembly,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return, 
in  which  case  it  shall  be  a  law,  unless  he  shall  file  the  same, 
with  his  objections,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  give  notice  thereof  by  public  proclama- 
tion within  thirty  days  after  such  adjournment. 
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Section  i6 — Item  Veto 

The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  disapprove  of  any 
item  or  items  of  any  bill,  making  appropriations  of  money, 
embracing  distinct  items,  and  the  part  or  parts  of  the  bill 
approved  shall  be  the  law,  and  the  item  or  items  of  appro- 
priation disapproved  shall  be  void,  unless  repassed  according 
to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  for  the  passage  of 
other  bills  over  the  executive  veto. 

Section  ly — Contested  Election  of  Governor 
or  Lieutenant  Governor 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  preside 
upon  the  trial  of  any  contested  election  of  Governor  or 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  shall  decide  questions  regarding 
the  admissibility  of  evidence,  and  shall,  upon  request  of  the 
Committee,  pronounce  his  opinion  upon  other  questions  of 
law  involved  in  the  trial.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor  shall  exercise  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices 
until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  qualified. 

Section  i8 — Terms  of  OfUce  of  Auditor  General 
and  State  Treasurer 

(Formerly  Article  IV,  Section  21) 

The  terms  of  the  Auditor  General  and  the  State  Treas- 
urer shall  each  be  four  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of 
January  next  ensuing  his  election.  They  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Commonwealth  at  general 
elections,  and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  their  offices  for  the 
next  succeeding  term.  The  State  Treasurer  shall  not  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General  until  four  years 
after  completion  of  his  term  as  State  Treasurer. 

Section  ip — State  Seal;  Commissions 
(Formerly  Article  IV,  Section  22) 

The  present  Great  Seal  of  Pennsylvania  shall  be  the 
seal  of  the  State.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and 
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by  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  be 
sealed  with  the  State  seal  and  signed  by  the  Governor. 

thus  repealing  Article  IV,  Sections  18,  19  and  20  of  the  present 
Constitution. 

SCHEDULE 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  changes  in 
Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  it  is 
hereby  declared  that  nothing  contained  in  this  amended 
Article  shall  become  efYective  as  to  the  State  Treasurer,  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Secretary  of 
Internal  Affairs  in  office  when  this  Article  becomes  effective. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  5 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  V  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  resolves  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  following  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof : 

That  Article  V  of  the  Constitution  is  amended  to  read : 

Article  V.  The  Judiciary 

Section  i — Courts 

The  judicial  power  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  in  a  unified  judicial  system  consisting  of  a  Supreme 
Court,  a  Superior  Court,  District  Courts,  and  Community 
Courts.  Other  courts  may  be  established  by  the  General 
Assembly  but  only  upon  prior  certification  of  the  necessity 
therefor  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Section  2 — The  Supreme  Court 

(a)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  seven  justices, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  selected  as  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  Judicial  Nominating  Commission.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Chief  Justice,  the  member  of  the  Court  senior 
in  length  of  service  on  the  Court  shall  serve  in  his  place. 

(b)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  the  highest  court  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  shall  have  final  appellate  jurisdiction. 
It  shall  have  no  original  jurisdiction  except  as  may  be  ex- 
pressly provided  in  this  Constitution.  It  may  assume  juris- 
diction of  actions  pending  in  any  other  court  at  any  stage  of 
the  proceedings.  It  shall  have  the  power  to  issue  all  writs 
necessary  or  appropriate  in  aid  of  its  appellate  jurisdiction. 
Appeals  from  final  judgments  of  the  District  Court  shall 
lie  as  of  right  directly  to  the  Supreme  Court  only  in  cases 
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of  judgments  imposing  sentences  of  death  or  life  imprison- 
ment. In  all  other  cases,  appeals  permitted  by  law  shall 
be  assigned  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  such  court  as  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  by  Rule  prescribe. 

**Section  j — The  Superior  Court 

(a)  The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  nine  judges, 
except  that  the  Supreme  Court  may  from  time  to  time  assign 
additional  judges  from  among  the  judges  of  the  District 
Court  to  temporary  service  upon  the  Superior  Court  as  the 
business  of  the  Superior  Court  may  require.  The  number 
of  judges  of  the  Superior  Court  may  be  changed  by  the 
General  Assembly  but  only  upon  prior  certification  of  the 
necessity  therefor  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Court  may 
act  in  panels  of  three  or  more  judges,  and  shall  sit  at  such 
places  and  times  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall  by  Rule  pre- 
scribe. 

(b)  The  Superior  Court  shall  have  no  original  jurisdic- 
tion. It  shall  exercise  the  appellate  jurisdiction  assigned  to 
it  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme  Court.  When  no  other  court  has 
been  designated  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme  Court,  appeals  per- 
mitted by  law  may  be  taken  to  the  Superior  Court. 

(c)  One  of  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  serve 
as  its  Presiding  Judge.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presiding  Judge 
the  member  of  the  Superior  Court  senior  in  length  of  service 
on  the  court  shall  act  in  his  place. 

'A^^Section  4 — The  District  Courts 
(a)  There  shall  be  one  District  Court  for  each  judi- 
cial district.  Initially,  the  number  and  boundaries  of  the 
judicial  districts,  and  the  number  of  judges  to  be  elected 
from  each  district,  shall  be  as  at  present,  but  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  recommend  from  time  to  time  to  the  General 
Assembly,  such  changes  in  the  foregoing  as  the  Supreme 
Court  may  deem  advisable.  Judges  of  the  District  Court  for 
each  judicial  district  shall  be  selected  from  that  district.  The 
Presiding  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  each  judicial 
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district  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Justice,  super- 
vise the  judicial  husiness  of  the  district,  including  the 
assignment  of  judges  within  the  district. 

(b)  The  District  Courts  shall  have  unlimited  original 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  except  such  as  may  be  assigned 
exclusively  to  the  Community  Courts  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  They  shall  have  such  powders  of  review  of  the  actions 
of  the  Community  Courts  and  of  administrative  officers  or 
agencies,  as  may  be  provided  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  District  Courts  may  exercise  their  jurisdiction  through 
such  appropriate  divisions,  including  civil,  criminal,  and  pro- 
bate divisions,  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall  by  Rule  prescribe, 
but  in  any  judicial  district  containing,  according  to  the  latest 
United  States  census,  a  population  of  more  than  one  million, 
a  Probate  Division  shall  be  established  and  maintained.  The 
Presiding  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  any  district  shall 
designate  a  Chief  Judge  for  each  division  which  may  be 
created  in  anv  district. 

^^Section  5 — The  Community  Courts 

(a)  The  Community  Courts  shall  be  courts  of  such 
limited  jurisdiction  and  shall  exercise  their  jurisdiction 
through  such  appropriate  divisions  as  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  by  Rule  prescribe. 

(b )  The  number  of  judges  constituting  the  Community 
Courts  shall  be  determined  for  each  judicial  district  by  Rule 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judges  of  the  Community  Court  for 
each  judicial  district  shall  be  selected  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Judges  of  the  District  Court  of  such  district.  The  Pre- 
siding Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  each  judicial  district 
shall  designate  the  places  within  the  district  where  the  Com- 
munity Court  for  that  district  shall  sit,  subject  to  review 
by  the  Supreme  Court. 

(c)  The  Presiding  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
each  judicial  district  may,  in  accordance  with  Rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  Supreme  Court,  appoint  Commissioners  for 
the  district  to  accept  bail,  issue  warrants,  or  otherwise 
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assist  the  judges  of  the  Community  Court  of  the  district  in 
the  performance  of  their  judicial  duties  within  the  district  as 
the  Supreme  Court  may  by  Rule  prescribe. 

Section  6 — Qualifications  of  Judges 
and  Commissioners 

(a)  Justices  and  judges  shall  be  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  residents  of  the  judicial  districts  for  which 
they  shall  be  selected.  They  shall  be  members  of  the  Bar  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

(b)  Commissioners  shall  be  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  residents  of  the  judicial  districts  for  which  they 
shall  be  appointed.  They  shall  possess  such  additional  quali- 
fications and  shall  be  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  to  activi- 
ties outside  their  official  duties,  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
by  Rule  prescribe. 

Section  7 — Method  of  Selection  of  Judges 
(a)  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  by  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  office,  expiration  of  a  term  of  office,  or  crea- 
tion of  additional  judgeships,  in  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  or  of  the  Community  Court  of  the  respec- 
tive districts  embodying  Philadelphia  County  and  Allegheny 
County,  the  Governor  shall  fill  the  vacancy  by  appointment 
from  a  panel  of  three  persons  legally  cjualified  for  the  office, 
nominated  to  him  by  a  Judicial  Nominating  Commission 
established  and  organized  as  hereinafter  provided.  If  none 
of  the  persons  so  nominated  is  acceptable  to  the  Governor, 
he  shall  so  notify  the  Judicial  Nominating  Commission 
within  sixty  days  of  his  receipt  of  the  nominations.  Upon 
receipt  of  such  notification,  or  upon  expiration  of  such  sixty- 
day  period  without  such  notification  if  no  appointment  has 
been  made,  the  Judicial  Nominating  Commission  shall 
nominate  a  second  panel  of  three  other  persons.  If  none  of 
the  persons  nominated  in  either  panel  is  appointed  by  the 
Governor  within  thirty  days  of  his  receipt  of  the  nominations 
in  the  second  panel,  the  appointment  shall  be  made  by  the 
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Chief  Justice  from  among  the  persons  nominated  in  either 
panel. 

(b)  At  any  municipal  or  general  election,  the  qualified 
voters  of  any  other  judicial  district  may,  by  a  majority  vote 
of  those  voting  on  the  question,  elect  to  have  the  judges  of 
the  District  Court  and  of  the  Community  Court  of  that 
district  appointed  in  the  manner  provided  for  the  respective 
districts  embodying  Philadelphia  County  and  Allegheny 
County. 

Where  the  qualified  voters  of  any  other  judicial  dis- 
trict have  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  ofiice  of  such 
judge  in  the  manner  provided  for  the  respective  districts 
embodying  Philadelphia  County  and  Allegheny  County,  the 
qualified  electors  of  the  district  may  thereafter,  at  a  munic- 
ipal or  general  election,  by  a  majority  vote  of  those  voting 
on  the  question,  elect  to  discontinue  that  method  of  filling  a 
vacancy  in  the  judicial  office. 

(c)  There  shall  be  a  single  Judicial  Nominating  Com- 
mission for  the  Supreme  and  the  Superior  Courts,  and  sepa- 
rate Judicial  Nominating  Commissions  for  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  w^hich  vacancies  in  the  District  Court  and  in  the 
Community  Court  are  to  be  filled  in  the  manner  provided  by 
Subsection  (a  )  of  this  Section.  Each  such  Commission  shall 
be  composed  of  one  judge,  three  members  of  the  Bar  selected 
by  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  district,  and  three  lay  citi- 
zens. The  ji-idge  and  the  members  of  the  Bar  on  each  Com- 
mission shall  be  selected  in  the  manner  and  in  accordance 
with  Rules  prescribed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  lay  citi- 
zens on  each  Judicial  Nominating  Commission  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  Members  of  the  Judicial  Nom- 
inating Commission  for  the  Supreme  and  the  Superior 
Courts  shall  be  chosen  from  the  Commonwealth  at  large,  and 
members  of  the  Judicial  Nominating  Commission  for  a 
judicial  district  shall  be  chosen  from  that  district  except  that 
the  judge  may  be  chosen  from  outside  the  district.  During 
the  terms  of  office  for  which  members  of  the  Judicial  Nom- 
inating Commissions  have  been  chosen,  they  shall  not  hold 
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any  office  in  a  political  party  or  organization,  nor,  except  for 
the  members  who  are  judges,  shall  they  hold  any  public  office 
or  appointment  for  which  they  receive  salary  or  other  com- 
pensation. They  shall  not  be  compensated  for  service  on  the 
Commission,  but  shall  be  reimbursed  for  travel  and  other 
expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties. 

The  members  of  each  Judicial  Nominating  Commission 
shall  serve  for  terms  of  three  years,  staggered  except  in  the 
case  of  the  Judge  on  the  Commission,  so  that  two  mem- 
bers, one  selected  by  the  Bar  and  the  other  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  shall  be  selected  each  year.  Of  the  first 
members  selected  following  the  effective  date  of  this  Section, 
two,  one  selected  by  the  Bar  and  one  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor, shall  be  selected  for  one-year  terms  and  two  other 
members  selected  by  the  Bar  and  by  the  Governor  respec- 
tively, shall  be  selected  for  two-year  terms.  No  member  of 
a  Judicial  Nominating  Commission  shall  serve  for  more  than 
two  successive  three-year  terms  on  that  Commission,  but  he 
may  be  reappointed  or  reelected  after  a  lapse  of  one  year. 
The  members  of  each  Commission  shall  elect  one  member 
to  serve  as  Chairman  for  a  term  of  one  year,  but  no  person 
shall  serve  as  Chairman  for  more  than  three  years  in  succes- 
sion. Each  Commission  shall  act  only  with  the  concurrence 
of  a  majority  of  all  its  members. 

(d)  Each  justice  or  judge  appointed  from  the  panel 
shall  hold  office  for  a  term  ending  the  first  Monday  of 
January  following  the  next  appropriate  election  held 
more  than  twenty-four  months  following  his  appoint- 
ment. Not  less  than  one  hundred  twenty  days  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  a  justice  or  a  judge 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  or  not  less  than  one  hundred 
twenty  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of 
an  elected  justice  or  judge  entitled  to  succeed  himself,  the 
justice  or  judge  may  file  in  the  office  of  the  official  in  charge 
of  statewide  elections,  a  declaration  of  candidacy  for  election 
to  succeed  himself.  If  he  does  not  file  such  declaration,  a 
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vacancy  shall  exist  at  the  end  of  his  term  to  be  filled  by 

appointment  by  the  Governor  or  the  Chief  Justice  as  herein 
provided.  If  a  justice  or  a  judge  files  a  declaration,  his  name 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  electors  on  a  separate  judicial  ballot, 
without  party  designation,  at  the  election  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  to  determine  only 
the  cjuestion  whether  he  shall  be  retained  in  office.  If  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  are  against  retaining  the  justice 
or  judge,  a  vacancy  shall  exist  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  to  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor  or 
the  Chief  Justice  as  herein  provided.  If  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  are  in  favor  of  retaining  a  justice  or  a  judge,  he 
shall  be  deemed  elected  for  the  full  term  of  office  provided 
herein,  unless  sooner  removed.  At  the  expiration  of  each 
term  any  justice  or  judge  entitled  to  succeed  himself  shall 
be  eligible  for  retention  in  office  by  election  in  the  manner 
provided  herein. 

(e)  The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  the  laws  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  elections  of  justices  or  judges  pre- 
scribed in  this  Article. 

^^Section  8— Tenure  of  Judges,  Method  of  Selection  of 
Chief  Justice  and  Presiding  Judges 

(a)  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
the  State  at  large  for  terms  of  ten  years.  Judges  of  the 
District  Court  shall  l^e  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
their  respective  judicial  districts  for  terms  of  ten  years. 
Judges  of  the  Community  Court  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of 
not  more  than  ten  years  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  from 
time  to  time  prescribe.  The  tenure  of  any  justice  or  judge 
shall  not  be  affected  by  changes  in  judicial  districts  or  by 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  judges. 

(b)  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  by  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  office,  or  creation  of  additional  judgeships  in 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  District  Court  or  of  the  Commu- 
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nity  Court  for  any  district  in  which  vacancies  are  not  to 
be  filled  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Section  7(a)  hereof,  the 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor,  the 
appointee  to  serve  until  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 
succeeding  the  first  municipal  election  which  shall  occur  three 
or  more  months  after  the  happening  of  the  vacancy. 

(c)  The  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania  shall  be  selected 
for  a  term  of  five  years  by  the  Judicial  Nominating  Com- 
mission for  the  Supreme  and  the  Superior  Courts  and  shall  be 
eligible  to  reappointment  as  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania 
for  one  additional  term.  A  member  of  the  Court  may 
resign  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  without  resigning  from 
the  Court. 

The  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  the 
Presiding  Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  each  judicial  dis- 
trict, shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania 
and  shall  serve  in  such  capacity  at  his  pleasure. 

The  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Community  Court  for  each 
judicial  district  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  District  Court  for  the  district  and  shall  serve  at  his 
pleasure. 

Section  p — Compensation  and  Retirement  of  Judges 

(a)  Justices  and  judges  shall  receive  compensation  paid 
by  the  Commonwealth  as  prescribed  by  law,  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  term  of  office  unless  by  general 
law  applying  to  all  salaried  officers  of  the  State. 

(b)  Justices  and  judges  shall  be  retired  at  such  age, 
not  less  than  sixty-five  years,  and  with  such  retirement 
compensation,  as  shall  be  provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 
Notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they 
were  last  elected,  retired  justices  and  judges  may,  with  their 
consent,  be  assigned  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  render  such 
judicial  service  as  may  be  prescribed  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 
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Section  lo — Removal,  Suspension  and  Discipline 
of  Judges 

(a)  Any  justice  or  judge  who  shall  become  a  candi- 
date for  an  elective  non-judicial  office,  or  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  misbehavior  in  office  by  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  or  who  shall  be  disbarred  as  a  member  of  the 
Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  automatically  forfeit  his 
office. 

(b)  A  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be  retired 
by  the  Governor  upon  certification  by  the  Judicial  Nomi- 
nating Commission  for  the  Supreme  and  Superior  Courts, 
after  appropriate  hearing,  that  such  Justice  is  so  mentally 
or  physically  incapacitated  as  substantially  to  prevent  him 
from  performing  his  duties. 

(c)  The  Supreme  Court  may,  in  accordance  with  Rules 
prescribed  by  it,  after  notice  and  a  hearing  by  such  tribunal 
as  it  may  by  I^ule  designate  or  establish,  retire  any  judge, 
other  than  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  is  so  men- 
tally or  physically  incapacitated  as  substantially  to  prevent 
him  from  performing  his  duties. 

(d)  Justices  and  judges  shall  be  subject  to  removal 
by  impeachment.  No  justice  or  judge  against  whom  im- 
peachment proceedings  are  pending  shall  exercise  any  of  the 
duties  of  his  office  until  he  has  been  acquitted. 

(e)  Any  judge  may  also  be  removed  from  office,  sus- 
pended without  pay,  or  otherwise  disciplined  for  miscon- 
duct in  office,  neglect  of  duty,  violation  of  any  canon  of 
legal  or  judicial  ethics  adopted  by  the  Supreme  Court,  con- 
duct which  shall  prejudice  the  proper  administration  of 
justice,  or  such  other  grounds  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide.  Such  removal  or  discipline  shall  be  by  the 
Supreme  Court  after  notice  and  a  hearing  by  such  tribunal 
as  the  Supreme  Court  may  by  Rule  designate  or  establish. 
Proceedings  for  removal,  suspension,  or  discipline  may  be 
initiated  by  the  Supreme  Court  on  its  own  motion  or  on 
petition  of  the  Judicial  Council  or  of  any  Bar  Association. 
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Section  ii — Non-Judicial  Duties  and 
Prohibited  Activities 

(a)  No  duties,  other  than  judicial  duties,  shall  be 
imposed  by  law  upon  the  courts  or  upon  any  of  the  justices 
or  judges  thereof,  nor  shall  any  power  of  appointment 
be  conferred  upon  them  except  such  as  relates  to  the  exercise 
of  the  judicial  power  of  this  Commonwealth  or  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  courts  as  provided  in  this  Article. 

(b)  No  justice  or  judge  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
make  any  contribution  to  or  hold  any  office  in  a  political 
party  or  organization,  nor,  while  retaining  judicial  office, 
shall  he  become  a  candidate  at  either  a  primary  or  a  general 
election  for  any  office  other  than  a  judicial  office. 

(c)  No  justice  or  judge  shall  practice  law  or  engage 
in  other  gainful  pursuit,  nor  shall  he  hold  any  other  office 
or  appointment  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States 
or  this  Commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  thereof, 
except  inactive  service  in  the  armed  forces. 

Section  12 — Administration  of  Courts 

(a)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  exercise  general  super- 
visory and  administrative  authority  over  all  the  courts  of 
this  Commonwealth,  including  the  temporary  assignment 
of  Judges  from  one  court  or  district  to  another.  The 
powers  of  administration  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be  exercised  by  the  Chief  Justice,  in  accordance  with  Rules 
prescribed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Supreme  Court 
shall  appoint  an  administrative  director  and  staff,  who  shall 
assist  the  Chief  Justice  in  supervising  the  administrative 
operations  of  the  judicial  system  and  shall  serve  at  his 
pleasure. 

(b)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  power  to  pre- 
scribe Rules  in  all  civil  and  criminal  actions  and  proceedings 
for  all  courts,  governing  administration,  practice  and  proce- 
dure, including  rules  of  evidence,  appeals,  appellate  juris- 
diction including  time  for  appeals,  and  the  issuance  of  all 
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writs  necessary  or  appropriate  in  aid  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  respective  courts.  These  rules  shall  have  the  force  and 
effect  of  law  and  shall  suspend  all  statutes  inconsistent  there- 
with. 

*^Section  7j — Clerks  of  Court.  Court  Personnel 

(a)  There  shall  be  such  Clerks  of  Court  and  such  other 
non- judicial  personnel  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  effective 
performance  of  the  judicial  work  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts,  their  assistants,  and  other 
non-judicial  personnel  within  each  judicial  district  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  judges  of  the  District  Court  of  that  district, 
until  such  time  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall  otherwise  provide 
in  accordance  with  Rules  prescribed  by  it. 

(b)  The  Supreme  Court  may  prescribe  a  merit  sys- 
tem for  appointment,  promotion,  removal,  discipline,  and 
suspension  of  non-judicial  personnel  in  the  judicial  system 
and  may  provide  for  exempt  categories.  The  Supreme  Court 
may  administer  the  merit  system  through  an  administrative 
director,  or  may  provide  for  its  administration  by  other 
appropriate  agencies  of  the  State  or  political  subdivisions, 
who  shall  be  required  to  render  necessary  assistance  to  the 
Court. 

Section  14 — Judicial  Council 

(a)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  establish  a  Judicial 
Council  consisting  of  such  number  of  members  and  selected 
in  such  manner  as  the  Supreme  Court  may  by  Rule  pre- 
scribe. 

(b)  The  Judicial  Council  shall  conduct  studies  for 
improvement  of  the  administration  of  justice  and  for  law 
reform,  and  shall  make  reports  and  recommendations  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  to  the  General  Assembly  at  intervals  of 
not  more  than  two  years.  The  Judicial  Council  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  in  this  Article 
or  assigned  to  it  by  law  or  by  Rule  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

thus  repealing  in  its  entirety  Article  V  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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SCHEDULE 


That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  changes  in 
Article  V  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  in 
order  to  carry  the  same  into  complete  operation,  it  is  hereby 
declared  that : 

1.  This  amended  Article,  except  as  otherwise  provided 
herein,  shall  become  eflfective  on  the  31st  day  of  December 
of  the  year  next  succeeding  its  adoption ;  and  the  tenure  of 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  then  in  office  shall  not  be  affected  by  this  article,  but 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

2.  The  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail 
Delivery,  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Orphans'  Courts, 
the  County  Court  of  Philadelphia,  the  County  Court  of 
Allegheny  County,  the  Juvenile  Court  of  Allegheny  County, 
and  the  separate  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia 
County  are  abolished,  and  their  jurisdiction  and  powers  shall 
be  exercised  by  the  District  Court  provided  by  this  Article. 
The  tenure  of  judges  of  the  abolished  courts  shall  not  be 
affected  by  the  abolition  of  the  same,  and  the  judges  thereof 
are  hereby  constituted  for  the  remainder  of  their  respective 
terms  as  judges  of  the  District  Court  in  their  present  respec- 
tive judicial  districts  and  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  as 
judges  thereof.  The  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Courts  of  Alle- 
gheny County  and  of  Philadelphia  County  who  shall  be  in 
office  when  this  article  becomes  effective  shall  constitute 
the  Probate  Divisions  of  the  District  Courts  of  their  respec- 
tive districts  and  the  President  Judges  of  the  Orphans' 
Courts  shall  become  the  first  Chief  Judges  of  the  Probate 
Divisions  of  their  respective  District  Courts. 

3.  The  justices  of  the  peace's,  aldermen's,  and  magis- 
trates' courts,  the  Traffic  Court  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  Police  Magistrates  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the 
Traffic  Court  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  are  abolished  and 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  incumbent  judges  thereof  shall 
terminate  upon  the  effective  date  of  this  Article.  The  juris- 
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diction  and  powers  of  the  aforesaid  courts  shall  be  exercised, 
until  otherwise  provided,  by  the  Community  Court  provided 
by  this  Article. 

4.  The  Board  of  Claims  and  the  Board  of  Arbitration 
of  Claims  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  now 
provided  by  law  until  otherwise  provided  by  the  General 
Assembly  but  shall  not  be  deemed  courts  forming  part  of 
the  judicial  system  created  by  this  Article. 

5.  (a)  The  offices  of  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  of  Clerk 
of  the  Orphans'  Court,  and  the  office  of  Prothonotary  are 
abolished. 

(b)  The  present  Prothonotarys  of  the  Common 
Pleas  Court  shall  become  clerks  of  the  District  Court  within 
their  respective  districts  for  the  balance  of  their  terms,  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  Article. 

(c)  The  presently  elected  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of 
Quarter  Sessions  and  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  shall  become 
deputy  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  their 
respective  districts  for  the  balance  of  their  terms,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Article. 

6.  (a)  All  causes  and  proceedings  pending  in  the  courts 
of  record  not  continued  by  this  Article,  except  those  pending 
before  the  Board  of  Claims  and  the  Board  of  Arbitration 
of  Claims,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  District  Court,  which 
shall  have  authority  to  dispose  of  all  actions  so  transferred 
or  to  enforce  any  judgment,  order,  sentence,  or  decree  hence- 
forth or  heretofore  imposed  with  the  same  force  and  author- 
ity as  if  such  actions  had  originally  been  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  District  Court  and  been  commenced  therein.  All 
dockets,  books,  records,  documents,  or  other  papers  in  the 
possession  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  record  whose  exist- 
ence is  not  continued  shall  be  transferred  to  the  clerks  of  the 
District  Courts. 

(b)  All  matters  pending  before  justices  of  the  peace, 
aldermen  and  magistrates,  the  Traffic  Courts  of  the  Cities 
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of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  and  the  Police  Court  of  the 
City  of  Pittsburgh  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Community 
Courts,  which  shall  have  the  authority  to  dispose  of  all 
transferred  actions  or  to  enforce  any  judgment,  order  or 
sentence  heretofore  entered  or  imposed. 

All  books,  records,  documents,  and  papers  in  the  posses- 
sion of  those  courts  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Community 
Courts  of  their  respective  districts. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  6 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Articles  VI,  VII  and  XII  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  be  amended  and  consolidated 
into  a  single  article. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof : 

That  Articles  VI,  VII  and  XII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth be  consolidated  and  amended  to  read: 

Article  — *.   Public  Officers 

Section  i- — Selection  of  Officers  Not  Otherwise 
Provided  for  in  Constitution 
(Formerly  Article  XII,  Section  1) 

All  officers,  whose  selection  is  not  provided  for  in  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  may  be  directed 
by  law :  Provided,  That  elections  of  State  officers  shall  be 
held  on  a  general  election  day,  and  elections  of  local  officers 
shall  be  held  on  a  municipal  election  day,  except  when,  in 
either  case,  special  elections  may  be  required  to  fill  unex- 
pired terms. 

Section  2 — Incompatible  Offices 
(Formerly  Article  XII,  Section  2) 

No  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  nor  any 
person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  or  appointment  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the  same 
time  hold  or  exercise  any  office  in  this  State  to  which 
salary,  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  attached.  The  General 
Assembly  may  by  law  declare  what  offices  are  incompatible. 


See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67. 
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Section  j — Oath  of  Office 
(Formerly  Article  VII,  Section  1) 

Senators,  Representatives  and  all  judicial,  state  and 
county  officers  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation  before  a  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths: 

"I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support,  obey 
and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  I  will  discharge  the  duties 
of  my  ofifice  with  fidelity." 

The  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  or  to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Hall  of  the  House  to  which  he  shall  have 
been  elected. 

Any  person  refusing  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation 
shall  forfeit  his  office. 

Section  4 — Power  of  Impeachment 
(Formerly  Article  VI,  Section  1) 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  impeachment. 

Section  5 — Trial  of  Impeachments 
(Formerly  Article  VI,  Section  2) 

All  impeachment  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate;  when 
sitting  for  that  purpose  the  Senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or 
affirmation ;  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

^* Section  6 — Officers  Liable  to  Impeachment 
(Formerly  Article  VI,  Section  3) 

The  Governor  and  all  other  civil  officers  shall  be  liable 
to  impeachment  for  any  misbehavior  in  office,  but  judgment 
in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from 
office  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
under  this  Commonwealth;  the  person  accused,  whether 

45 


convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indict- 
ment, trial,  judgment  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Section  / — Removal  of  Civil  Officers 
(Formerly  Article  VI,  Section  4) 

All  civil  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  on  the  condition 
that  they  behave  themselves  well  while  in  office  and  shall  be 
removed  on  conviction  of  misbehavior  in  office  or  of  any 
infamous  crime.  Appointed  civil  officers,  other  than  judges 
of  courts  of  record,  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
power  by  which  they  shall  have  been  appointed.  All  civil 
officers  elected  by  the  people,  except  the  Governor,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
judges  of  courts  of  record,  shall  be  removed  by  the  Governor 
for  reasonable  cause,  after  due  notice  and  full  hearing,  on 
the  address  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate. 

thus  repealing  Article  XII,  Section  3  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  7 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  VIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  VIII  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is 
amended  to  read : 

Article  — *.  Elections 

Section  i — Qualifications  of  Electors 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  1) 

Every  citizen  twenty-one  years  of  age,  possessing  the 
following  qualifications,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elec- 
tions subject,  however,  to  such  laws  requiring  and  regulating 
the  registration  of  electors  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
enact. 

(a)  He  or  she  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  least  one  month. 

(b)  He  or  she  shall  have  resided  in  the  State  one  year 
(or,  having  previously  been  a  qualified  elector  or  native  born 
citizen  of  the  State,  he  or  she  shall  have  removed  therefrom 
and  returned,  then  six  months)  immediately  preceding  the 
election. 

(c)  He  or  she  shall  have  resided  in  the  election  district 
where  he  or  she  shall  offer  to  vote  at  least  sixty  days  imme- 
diately preceding  the  election,  except  that  if  qualified  to 
vote  in  an  election  district  prior  to  removal  of  residence,  he 
or  she  may,  if  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  vote  in  the  election 
district  from  which  he  or  she  removed  his  or  her  residence 
within  sixty  days  preceding  the  election. 

*  See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67.  -         i  -« 
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^Section  2 — General  Election  Day;  Municipal 
Election  Day 

(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  2) 

General  elections  shall  be  held  biennially  on  the  Tues- 
day next  following  the  first  Monday  of  November  in  each 
even-numbered  year ;  and  municipal  elections  shall  be  held 
biennially  on  the  Tuesday  next  following  the  first  Monday 
of  November  in  each  odd-numbered  year.  The  General 
Assembly  may  by  statute  fix  a  dififerent  day  for  the  holding 
of  general  or  municipal  elections;  but  general  elections  shall 
always  be  held  in  even-numbered  years,  and  municipal  elec- 
tions shall  always  be  held  in  odd-numbered  years. 

Section  j — Election  of  Judges  and  Local  Officers 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  3) 

All  elections  of  or  involving  judges  elected  on  a  state- 
wide basis  may  be  held  at  either  a  general  or  municipal 
election,  as  circumstances  require.  All  elections  of  or  in- 
volving judges  of  the  courts  for  the  several  judicial  districts 
and  all  elections  of  county,  city,  ward,  borough,  and  town- 
ship officers  for  regular  terms  of  service  shall  be  at  a  munici- 
pal election. 

Section  4 — Secrecy  in  Voting 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  4) 

xA.ll  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by  ballot  or  by 
such  other  method  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided, 
That  secrecy  in  voting  be  preserved. 

Section  5 — Electors  Privileged  from  Arrest 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  5) 

Electors  shall  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony  and 
breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest 
during  their  attendance  on  elections  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  therefrom. 
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^*Section  6 — Election  and  Registratiofi  Lazvs 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  7) 

All  laws  regulating  the  holding  of  elections  by  the  citi- 
zens, or  for  the  registration  of  electors,  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  State,  except  that  laws  regulating  and  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  electors  may  be  enacted  to  apply 
to  cities  only,  provided  that  such  laws  be  uniform  for  cities 
of  the  same  class,  and  except  further,  that  the  General  As- 
sembly shall,  by  general  law,  permit  the  use  of  voting  ma- 
chines, or  other  mechanical  devices  for  registering  or 
recording  and  computing  the  vote,  at  all  elections  or  pri- 
maries, in  any  political  subdivision  or  election  district  of  the 
Commonwealth,  at  the  option  of  the  electors  of  such  political 
subdivision  or  election  district,  without  being  obliged  to 
require  the  use  of  such  voting  machines  or  mechanical  devices 
in  any  other  political  subdivision  or  election  district,  under 
such  regulations  with  reference  thereto  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Section  7 — Bribery  of  Electors 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  8) 

Any  person  who  shall  give,  or  promise  or  ofler  to  give, 
to  an  elector,  any  money,  reward  or  other  valuable  consid- 
eration for  his  vote  at  an  election,  or  for  withholding  the 
same,  or  who  shall  give,  or  promise  to  give,  such  considera- 
tion to  any  other  person  or  party  for  such  elector's  vote  or 
for  the  withholding  thereof,  and  any  elector  who  shall  re- 
ceive or  agree  to  receive,  for  himself  or  for  another,  any 
money,  reward  or  other  valuable  consideration  for  his  vote 
at  an  election,  or  for  withholding  the  same,  shall  thereby 
forfeit  the  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  and  any  elector 
whose  right  to  vote  shall  be  challenged  for  such  cause  before 
the  election  officers  shall  be  required  to  swear  or  affirm  that 
the  matter  of  the  challenge  is  untrue  before  his  vote  shall 
be  received. 
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Section  8 — Witnesses  in  Contested  Elections 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  10) 

In  trials  of  contested  elections  and  in  proceedings  for 
the  investigation  of  elections,  no  person  shall  be  permitted 
to  withhold  his  testimony  upon  the  ground  that  it  may 
criminate  himself  or  subject  him  to  public  infamy;  but 
such  testimony  shall  not  afterwards  be  used  against  him  in 
any  judicial  proceedings  except  for  perjury  in  giving  such 
testimony. 

Section  p — Election  Districts 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  11) 

Townships  and  wards  of  cities  or  boroughs  shall  form 
or  be  divided  into  election  districts  of  compact  and  contigu- 
ous territory,  and  their  boundaries  fixed  and  changed  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

'^'-^Section  lo — FtVa  Voce  Elections 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  12) 

All  elections  by  persons  in  a  representative  capacity 
shall  be  viva  voce  or  by  electronic  device  publicly  indicating 
how  each  person  voted. 

**Section  ii — Election  Officers 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  14) 
The  General  Assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pre- 
scribe the  number,  duties  and  method  of  selection  of  election 
officers.  Election  officers  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  upon 
days  of  election  and  while  engaged  in  making  up  and  trans- 
mitting returns,  except  upon  warrant  of  a  court  of  record 
or  judge  thereof,  for  an  electiton  fraud,  for  felony  or  for 
wanton  breach  of  the  peace.  In  cities  they  may  claim  exemp- 
tion from  jury  duty  during  their  terms  of  service. 

^'^Section  12 — Disqualifications  for  Election  Officer 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  15) 

No  person  shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  an  election  offi- 
cer who  shall  hold,  or  shall  within  two  months  have  held, 
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any  office,  appointment  or  employment  in  or  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State,  or  of 
any  city,  or  county,  or  of  any  municipal  board,  commission 
or  trust  in  any  city,  save  only  notaries  public  and  persons 
holding  office  in  the  militia  or  in  the  organized  reserve ;  nor 
shall  any  election  officer  be  eligible  to  any  civil  office  to  be 
filled  at  an  election  at  which  he  shall  serve,  save  only  to  such 
subordinate  municipal  or  local  offices,  below  the  grade  of 
city  or  county  offices,  as  shall  be  designated  by  general  law. 

Section  ij — Overseers  of  Elections 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  16) 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  overseers  of  election  to  supervise  the  proceedings  of 
election  officers  and  to  make  report  as  may  be  required ;  such 
appointments  to  be  made  for  any  district  in  a  city  or  county 
upon  petition  of  five  citizens,  lawful  voters  of  such  election 
district,  setting  forth  that  such  appointment  is  a  reasonable 
precaution  to  secure  the  purity  and  fairness  of  elections. 
Overseers  shall  be  two  in  number  for  an  election  district, 
shall  be  residents  of  the  county,  and  shall  be  persons  qualified 
to  serve  upon  election  boards,  and  in  each  case  members  of 
different  political  parties ;  whenever  the  members  of  an  elec- 
tion board  shall  differ  in  opinion  the  overseers,  if  they  shall 
be  agreed  thereon,  shall  decide  the  question  of  difference. 

^Section  14 — Contested  Elections 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Section  17) 

The  trial  and  determination  of  contested  elections  of 
electors  of  President  and  Vice-President,  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  of  all  public  officers,  except  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor,  whether  State,  judicial,  municipal 
or  local,  and  contests  involving  questions  submitted  to  the 
electors  at  any  election,  shall  be  by  the  courts  of  law,  or  by 
one  or  more  of  the  law  judges  thereof.  The  General  Assem- 
bly shall,  by  general  law,  designate  the  courts  and  judges 
by  whom  the  several  classes  of  election  contests  shall  be 

51 


tried  and  regulate  the  manner  of  trial  and  all  matters  inci- 
dent thereto;  but  no  such  law  assigning  jurisdiction,  or 
regulating  its  exercise,  shall  apply  to  any  contest  arising  out 
of  an  election  held  before  its  passage. 

^^Section  15 — Absentee  Voting 
(Formerly  Article  VIII,  Sections  18  and  19) 

The  Legislature  shall,  by  general  law,  provide  a  manner 
in  which,  and  the  time  and  place  at  which,  qualified  electors 
who  may,  on  the  occurrence  of  any  election,  be  absent  from 
the  state  or  county  of  their  residence,  including  those  who 
are  in  actual  military  service  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
Commonwealth,  because  their  duties,  occupation  or  business 
require  them  to  be  elsewhere  or  who,  on  the  occurrence  of 
any  election,  are  unable  to  attend  at  their  proper  polling 
places  because  of  illness  or  physical  disability,  may  vote,  and 
for  the  return  and  canvass  of  their  votes  in  the  election  dis- 
trict in  which  they  respectively  reside. 

thus  repealing  Article  VIII,  Section  6,  9  and  13  of  the  present 
Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  8 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  IX  (except  Sections  7,  8  and  10)  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  IX  (except  Sections  7,  8  and  10)  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Commonwealth  is  amended  to  read : 

Article  — *.  Taxation  and  State  Finance 

^"^Section  i — Taxes  to  he  Uniform;  Exemptions 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  1) 

All  taxes  shall  be  uniform,  upon  the  same  class  of 
subjects,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority  levy- 
ing the  tax,  and  shall  be  levied  and  collected  under  general 
but  the  General  Assembly  may,  by  general  laws,  ex- 
empt from  taxation  public  property  used  for  public  purposes, 
actual  places  of  religious  worship,  places  of  burial  not  used 
or  held  for  private  or  corporate  profit,  institutions  of 
purely  public  charity  and  real  and  personal  property  owned, 
occupied,  and  used  by  any  branch,  post,  or  camp  of  honorably 
discharged  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines;  and  the  General 
Assembly  may,  by  general  laws,  set  up  standards  and 
qualifications  for  private  forest  reserves,  and  make  special 
provision  for  the  taxation  thereof.  Citizens  and  residents 
of  this  Commonwealth,  who  served  in  any  war  or  armed 
conflict  in  which  the  United  States  was  engaged  and  were 
honorably  discharged  or  released  under  honorable  circum- 
stances from  active  service,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  all  real  property  taxes  upon  the  residences  occupied 
by  such  citizens  and  residents  of  this  Commonwealth  im- 
posed by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  or  any  of  its 
political  subdivisions  if,  as  a  result  of  military  service,  they 
*  See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67. 
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are  blind,  paraplegic  or  double  or  quadruple  amputees,  and 
if  the  appropriate  state  agency  determines  that  such  persons 
are  in  need  of  such  tax  exemptions. 

Section  2 — Exemptions  to  Residents  of  Other  States 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  IB) 

Taxation  laws  may  grant  exemptions  or  rebates  to 
residents,  or  estates  of  residents,  of  other  states,  which 
grant  similar  exemptions  or  rebates  to  residents,  or  estates 
of  residents,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Section  j — Exemption  from  Taxation  Limited 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  2) 

All  laws  exempting  property  from  taxation,  other  than 
the  property  above  enumerated,  shall  be  void. 

Section  4 — Taxation  of  Corporations 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  3) 

The  power  to  tax  corporations  and  corporate  property 
shall  not  be  surrendered  or  suspended  by  any  contract  or 
grant  to  which  the  State  shall  be  a  party. 

Section  5 — State  Debt 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  4) 

(a)  No  debt  shall  be  created  by  or  on  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth  unless  ( 1 )  the  debt  has  been  authorized  by 
statute,  (2)  the  debt  is  for  capital  improvements  for  the 
Commonwealth  or  any  state-aided  institution,  to  suppress 
insurrection,  to  rehabilitate  areas  affected  by  disaster  or  on 
the  credit  of  and  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  cur- 
rent revenues,  (3)  the  reason  for  creating  the  debt  is  speci- 
fied in  detail  in  the  statute,  and  (4)  the  debt  is  evidenced 
by  general  obligation  bonds  or  notes  of  this  Commonwealth. 

(b)  All  bonds  or  notes  issued  by  the  Commonwealth 
for  capital  improvements  shall  mature  within  a  period  not 
to  exceed  the  estimated  usefulness  of  the  property  or  im- 
provement for  which  they  are  issued.  The  estimated  period 
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of  usefulness  shall  be  stated  in  the  statute  authorizing  the 
project  and  the  indebtedness  and  when  so  stated  shall  be 
conclusive. 

Section  6 — State  Credit  Not  to  be  Pledged 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  6) 

The  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  not  be  pledged 
or  loaned  to  any  individual,  company,  corporation  or  asso- 
ciation, nor  shall  the  Commonwealth  become  a  joint  owner 
or  stockholder  in  any  company,  association  or  corporation. 

Section  j — Municipal  Debt  Not  to  Be 
Assumed  by  State 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  9) 
The  Commonwealth  shall  not  assume  the  debt,  or  any 
part  thereof,  of  any  city,  county,  borough,  township,  or 
other  political  subdivision  unless  such  debt  shall  have  been 
contracted  to  enable  the  State  to  suppress  insurrection  or 
defend  itself  in  time  of  war. 

Section  8 — State  Sinking  Fund 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  11) 

(a)  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  present  Com- 
monwealth debt  and  any  additional  debt  contracted,  the 
General  Assembly  shall  continue  to  maintain  a  sinking  fund 
sufficient  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt.  If  at 
any  time  the  General  Assembly  fails  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  this  purpose,  the  State  Treasurer,  any  other  provi- 
sion of  this  Constitution  notwithstanding,  shall  set  apart 
from  the  first  revenues  thereafter  received,  applicable  to  the 
appropriate  fund,  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  install- 
ments of  principal  or  contributions  to  the  sinking  fund,  and 
shall  so  apply  the  moneys  so  set  apart.  The  State  Treasurer 
may  be  required  to  set  aside  and  apply  such  revenues  at  the 
suit  of  any  holder  of  Commonwealth  bonds. 

(b)  No  part  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  used  or  ap- 
plied otherwise  than  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
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debt  until  all  bonded  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
completely  repaid.  Any  money  remaining  in  the  sinking 
fund  at  such  time  shall  be  transferred  to  the  appropriate 
fund  and  may  be  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly. 

^''^ Section  p — Surplus  Funds 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  12) 

The  moneys  of  the  State,  over  and  above  the  necessary 
reserve,  shall  be  used  in  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 
State,  either  directly  or  through  the  sinking  fund,  and  the 
moneys  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  never  be  invested  in  or 
loaned  upon  the  security  of  anything,  except  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State. 

Section  lo — -Punishment  for  Misuse  of  State  Moneys 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  14) 

The  making  of  profit  out  of  the  public  moneys  or  using 
the  same  for  any  purpose  not  authorized  by  law  by  any 
officer  of  the  State,  or  member  or  officer  of  the  General 
Assembly,  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be  punished  as 
may  be  provided  by  law,  but  part  of  such  punishment  shall 
be  disqualification  to  hold  office  for  a  period  of  not  less  than 
five  years. 

Section  ii — Use  of  Gasoline  Taxes  and  Motor 
License  Fees  Restricted 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  18) 

All  proceeds  from  gasoline  and  other  motor  fuel  excise 
taxes,  motor  vehicle  registration  fees  and  license  taxes,  oper- 
ators' license  fees  and  other  excise  taxes  imposed  on  products 
used  in  motor  transportation  after  providing  therefrom 
for  (a)  cost  of  administration  and  collection,  (b)  payment 
of  obligations  incurred  in  the  construction  and  reconstruc- 
tion of  public  highv^ays  and  bridges  shall  be  appropriated  by 
the  General  Assembly  to  agencies  of  the  State  or  political 
subdivisions  thereof ;  and  used  solely  for  construction,  re- 
construction, maintenance  and  repair  of  and  safety  on  public 
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highways  and  bridges  and  air  navigation  facilities  and  costs 
and  expenses  incident  thereto,  and  for  the  payment  of  obh- 
gations  incurred  for  such  purposes,  and  shall  not  be  diverted 
by  transfer  or  othervi^ise  to  any  other  purpose,  except  that 
loans  may  be  made  by  the  State  from  the  proceeds  of  such 
taxes  and  fees  for  a  single  period  not  exceeding  eight  months, 
but  no  such  loan  shall  be  made  within  the  period  of  one  year 
from  any  preceding  loan,  and  every  loan  made  in  any  fiscal 
year  shall  be  repayable  within  one  month  after  the  beginning 
of  the  next  fiscal  year. 

thus  repealing  Article  IX,  Sections  5,  9,  13,  15,  16,  17,  19,  21,  22  and 
23  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  9 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Articles  XIII,  XIV,  XV,  and  Sections  7,  8  and 
10  of  Article  IX,  of  the  Constitution  be  consolidated  into  a  single 
Article  and  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Conmionwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Articles  XIII,  XIV  and  XV,  and  Sections  7,  8  and  10 
of  Article  IX  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  consolidated  and  amended  to  read : 

Article  — *.  Local  Government 
A.  Counties 

Section  i — New  Counties  | 
(Formerly  Article  XIII,  Section  1) 

No  new  county  shall  be  established  which  shall  reduce 
any  county  to  less  than  four  hundred  square  miles,  or  to 
less  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants ;  nor  shall  any  county 
be  formed  of  less  area,  or  containing  a  less  population ;  nor 
shall  any  line  thereof  pass  within  ten  miles  of  the  county  seat 
of  any  county  proposed  to  be  divided. 

^Section  2 — Optional  Plans  of  County  Government 
(Formerly  Article  XIV,  Section  1) 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  general  law 
for  the  government  of  counties.  The  General  Assembly  may, 
by  law  applicable  to  all  classes  of  counties  or  to  a  particular 
class,  provide  optional  plans  of  county  organization  and 
government  under  which  an  authorized  optional  plan  may  be 
adopted  or  abandoned  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors 
of  a  county  voting  thereon.  One  option  shall  be  the  form 
of  county  government  at  the  time  prescribed  by  law  for 


See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67. 
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the  particular  class  of  county.  Under  any  plan,  the  govern- 
ing body  shall  be  an  elective  body. 

^Section  5 — Elective  County  Officers 
(Formerly  Article  XIV,  Section  2) 

Elective  county  officers  shall  be  chosen  at  municipal 
elections  and  shall  take  office  on  the  first  iMonday  of  January 
next  after  their  election.  They  shall  hold  office  until  their 
successors  have  qualified.  Elective  county  officers  shall  be 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  and  qualified  electors  of  the 
county. 

**Section  4 — County  Government  Abolished 
in  Philadelphia 

(Formerly  Article  XIV,  Section  8) 

(a)  In  Philadelphia  all  county  offices  are  abolished. 
The  city  shall  perform  all  functions  of  county  government 
within  it  area. 

(b)  Local  and  special  laws  with  respect  to  powers 
granted  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  valid  notwith- 
standing the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  relating  to  local 
and  special  legislation. 

(c)  All  laws  applicable  to  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
shall  apply  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

(d)  The  City  of  Philadelphia  shall  have,  assume  and 
take  over  all  powers,  property,  obligations  and  indebtedness 
of  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 

(e)  All  officers  performing  functions  of  county  govern- 
ment shall  be  officers  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  Until 
otherwise  provided  by  the  City  of  Philadelphia  through 
amendment  to  the  Philadelphia  Home  Rule  Charter,  they 
shall  continue  to  perform  their  duties  and  be  elected,  ap- 
pointed, compensated  and  organized  in  the  manner  now  in 
effect. 
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B.  Cities  and  Boroughs 

^*SectioH  5 — Incorporation — Optional  Plans — 
Home  Rule 

(Formerly  Article  XV,  Sections  1  and  2) 

(a)  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  general 
law  for  the  incorporation  and  government  of  cities  and 
boroughs  and  the  methods  by  which  municipal  boundaries 
may  be  altered  and  municipalities  may  be  consoUdated  or 
dissolved. 

(b)  It  may  provide  optional  plans  of  municipal  organi- 
zation and  government,  which  may  be  adopted  or  repealed 
by  majority  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  city  or 
borough  voting  thereon. 

(c)  Cities,  or  cities  of  any  class,  and  boroughs,  may 
be  given  the  right  and  power  to  adopt,  amend  or  repeal  their 
own  home  rule  charters  and  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
authority  of  local  self-government,  subject,  however,  to 
such  restrictions,  limitations  and  regulations  as  may  be 
imposed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

C.  Municipal  Finance 

Section  6 — Municipalities  Not  to  Become 
Stockholders  in  Corporations 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  7) 

No  county,  city,  borough,  incorporated  town,  township, 
school  district  or  other  political  subdivision  shall  become 
a  stockholder  in  any  company,  association  or  corporation, 
or  obtain  or  appropriate  money  for,  or  loan  its  credit  to, 
any  corporation,  association,  institution  or  individual. 

Section  J — Municipal  Debt 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  8) 

(a)  No  debt  shall  be  incurred  or  increased  by  or  on 
behalf  of  any  county,  city,  borough,  incorporated  town, 
township,  school  district  or  other  political  subdivision  to  an 
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amount  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  at  any  one  time  two  per 
cent  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  the 
political  subdivision,  without  the  affirmative  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  political  subdivision 
voting  thereon  at  a  public  election. 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  may  impose  additional 
restrictions  and  limitations,  uniform  on  each  type  or  class 
of  political  subdivision,  on  the  amount  of  debt  that  may  be 
created  either  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  electors, 
and  may  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  any  debt  may  be 
created.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  for  the  appor- 
tionment among  political  subdivisions  of  borrowing  power 
within  general  limitations. 

(c)  In  ascertaining  the  aggregate  indebtedness  at  any 
one  time  of  any  political  subdivision  there  shall  be  deducted 
obligations  payable  solely  from  the  net  operating  revenues 
from  designated  projects  and  also  obligations  incurred  for 
the  acquisition  of  revenue  producing  public  works  or  public 
utilities  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  yield  revenue 
in  excess  of  operating  expenses  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  charges  thereon. 

Section  8 — Tax  to  Liquidate  Municipal  Debts 
(Formerly  Article  IX,  Section  10) 

Unless  otherwise  provided  by  law,  any  county,  city, 
borough,  incorporated  town,  township,  school  district  or 
other  political  subdivision  incurring  any  indebtedness  shall, 
at  or  before  the  time  of  so  doing,  provide  for  the  collection 
of  an  annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  also  the 
principal  thereof  within  thirty  years. 

thus  repealing  Article  XIV,  Sections  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  and  Article 
XV,  Sections  3,  4  and  5  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  10 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  XVI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof: 

That  Article  XVI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  amended  to  read : 

Article  — *.  Corporations 

Section  i — Certain  Unused  Charters  Void 
(Formerly  Article  XVI,  Section  1) 

The  charters  and  privileges  granted  prior  to  1874  to 
private  corporations  which  had  not  been  organized  in  good 
faith  and  commenced  business  prior  to  1874  shall  be  void. 

Section  2 — Certain  Charters  to  Be  Subject 
to  the  Constitution 
(Formerly  Article  XVI,  Section  2) 

Private  corporations  which  have  accepted  or  accept  the 
Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth  or  the  benefits  of  any 
law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  after  1873  governing 
the  affairs  of  corporations  shall  hold  their  charters  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  j — Revocation,  Amendment  and  Repeal 
of  Charters  and  Corporation  Laws 
(Formerly  Article  XVI,  Section  10) 

All  charters  of  private  corporations  and  all  present  and 
future  common  or  statutory  law  with  respect  to  the  forma- 
tion or  regulation  of  private  corporations  or  prescribing 
powers,  rights,  duties  or  liabilities  of  private  corporations 
or  their  officers,  directors  or  shareholders  may  be  revoked, 
amended  or  repealed. 

*  See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67. 
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*'*Section  4 — Compensation  for  Property  Taken  by 
Corporations  Under  Right  of  Eminent  Domain 

(Formerly  Article  XVI,  Section  8) 

Municipal  and  other  corporations  invested  with  the 
privilege  of  taking  private  property  for  public  use  shall  make 
just  compensation  for  property  taken,  injured  or  destroyed 
by  the  construction  or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways 
or  improvements,  and  compensation  shall  be  paid  or  secured 
before  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction. 

thus  repealing  Article  XVI,  Sections  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  11,  12  and 
13  of  the  present  Constitution. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  11 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  XVIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  amended. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  resolves  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article  thereof : 

That  Article  XVIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  amended  to  read : 

Article  — *.  Review  and  Amendment 

Section  i- — Periodic  Review 

In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  eighty-one  and  at  least 
every  fifteenth  year  thereafter,  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution shall  be  studied  and  reviewed  in  the  light  of  con- 
temporary conditions  and  the  anticipated  problems  and  needs 
of  the  people  of  this  Coinmonwealth.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  provide  for  a  commission  to  perform  the  work,  which 
shall  report  to  the  General  Assembly  in  such  manner  and 
at  such  time  as  the  General  Assembly  prescribes. 

**Section  2 — Proposal  of  Amendments  by  the 
General  Assembly  and  Their  Adoption 

(a)  Amendments  to  this  Constitution  may  be  proposed 
in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  at  any  regular  or 
special  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and : 

(i)  If  agreed  to  by  at  least  a  majority,  but  less 
than  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  House  a  pro- 
posed amendment  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each 
House  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon ;  and  the  official 
charged  with  the  duty  of  administering  statewide  elections 
shall  publish  such  proposed  amendment  at  least  three  months 
before  the  next  general  or  municipal  election  in  at  least  two 

*  See  Proposed  Act  on  page  67. 
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newspapers  in  every  county  in  which  such  newspapers  are 
published.  If  at  the  next  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  the  proposed  amendment  is  agreed  to  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  members  elected  to  each  House,  the  official  charged 
with  the  duty  of  administering  statewide  elections  shall  again 
and  in  like  manner  publish  such  proposed  amendment;  and 
it  shall  be  submitted  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  such  manner  at  such  time,  at  least  three  months 
after  being  agreed  to  for  the  second  time  by  both  Houses, 
as  the  General  Assembly  prescribes ;  or 

(ii)  If  agreed  to  by  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  House,  a  proposed  amendment  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House  with  the  yeas  and 
nays  taken  thereon;  and  the  official  in  charge  of  statewide 
elections  shall  promptly  publish  such  proposed  amendment 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  in  every  county  in  which  such 
newspapers  are  published.  Such  amendment  shall  then  be 
submitted  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
such  manner  and  at  such  time,  at  least  one  month  after 
being  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  as  the  General  Assembly 
prescribes. 

(b)  If  an  amendment  is  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
qualified  electors  voting  thereon,  it  shall  become  part  of  this 
Constitution.  When  two  or  more  amendments  are  sub- 
mitted, they  shall  be  voted  on  separately. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  12 


A  Joint  Resolution 

Proposing  that  Article  XVII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  repealed. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
resolves  as  follows : 

Section  i.  The  following  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  tlie  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  proposed 
m  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Eighteenth  Article 
thereof : 

That  Article  XVII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth dealing  in  its  entirety  with  common  carriers,  particu- 
larly railroads  and  canals,  and  containing  matter  which  has  no 
proper  place  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  but 
should  be  entirely  within  the  province  of  the  General  As- 
sembly be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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PROPOSED  ACT  REGARDING  NUMBERING  AND 
PROCLAIMING  CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  aniendmeiits  to  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution: 
imposing  duties  on  the  Governor  and  other  executive 
ofUcers  regarding  the  announcement  of  the  adoption 
thereof  and  the  numbering  of  articles  and  sections  of 
the  Constitution  under  certain  circumstances. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania hereby  enacts  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  officer  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
whom  election  returns  are  required  by  law  to  be  certified 
shall,  whenever  a  Constitutional  amendment  has  been  on 
the  ballot  at  any  election,  certify  the  result  of  the  election 
thereon  to  the  Governor  immediately  upon  receiving  the 
official  returns  from  all  counties  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Governor  shall  thereupon  issue  his  proclamation 
indicating  whether  or  not  the  amendment  has  been  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  thereon. 

Section  2.  Whenever  an  amendment  of  an  article 
or  of  a  section  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  thereon  with- 
out specifying  an  article  or  section  number,  or  whenever 
any  amendment  is  adopted  bearing  a  number  which  con- 
flicts with  the  number  of  another  article  or  section  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  by  procla- 
mation to  specify  a  number  for  the  article  or  section  hav- 
ing no  number,  or  to  change  the  number  of  any  amended 
article  or  section  which  bears  a  number  which  conflicts  with 
the  number  of  another  article  or  section  of  the  Constitution. 

Section  3.  All  proclamations  issued  by  the  Governor 
as  authorized  by  this  Act  shall  be  published  in  the  appro- 
priate volumes  of  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania. 
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